
Step-by-Step Guide: Adding Interactivity to Your Website

1. Creating a Gallery

1 Choose a gallery plugin or tool depending on your CMS (e.g., WordPress: NextGEN Gallery, Joomla: Phoca
Gallery).

2 Install the plugin through your CMS admin panel or upload it manually.
3 Create a new gallery collection and upload your images. Ensure all images are optimized for web

(compressed and resized).
4 Organize images into categories or albums to simplify navigation.
5 Add gallery shortcode or block into the desired page or post.
6 Test responsiveness on different devices to make sure the gallery looks good everywhere.

2. Adding a Forum

1 Decide on the type of forum: self-hosted (phpBB, Vanilla) or SaaS (Discourse).
2 For CMS users (WordPress/Joomla), pick a forum extension such as bbPress (WordPress) or Kunena

(Joomla).
3 Install and activate the forum software or plugin through the admin panel.
4 Configure forum categories and discussion topics to match your website’s theme.
5 Set up user registration, roles, and permissions (moderators, admins, users).
6 Enable spam protection tools and moderation policies to keep the community healthy.
7 Add a navigation link to the forum from the main site menu.

3. Building Forms

1 Choose the type of form you need: contact form, survey, or order form.
2 For WordPress, install a plugin like WPForms or Contact Form 7. For Joomla, use extensions such as

RSForm! Pro.
3 Open the form builder interface and drag-and-drop fields (text, email, dropdowns, checkboxes).
4 Add validation rules (e.g., email format check, required fields).
5 If building an order form, integrate a payment gateway like Stripe or PayPal using the plugin’s settings.
6 Place the form on a page using shortcode, widget, or block editor.
7 Test the form: submit blank data, invalid data, and correct data to ensure error messages and success

confirmation work properly.

By following these step-by-step instructions, you can easily add galleries, forums, and forms to your website. Each
feature increases engagement and creates a more interactive user experience. Start with the feature most
relevant to your audience and expand gradually.


